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Copyright Information

1. The use of images for research and teaching

Digital materials that are not of publication quality and media files such as videos have been
made accessible for online research and labelled accordingly. These may be used for
teaching purposes in universities, for school lessons, and for academic research without a
license and free of charge. If you wish to use images for publication purposes, you must take
into account possible third-party copyright claims and independently obtain the
authorization to publish them.

The following information should help provide a better understanding of copyright law in order
for individuals to adequately determine what can be expected and understand the claims of third
parties.

2. The division of copyright protection for artworks and for photos of artworks

(a) Copyright protection for an artwork, generally referred to as a “Werk” in German
copyright law:

The author of the artwork is the artist. The rights to the work belong to him or her and will
be transferred to his or her heirs until 70 years after his or her death (§ 64 UrhG). After this,
the copyright expires and the artwork enters the public domain.

The copyrights for many artists, although not all, are controlled by the copyright association
VG Bild-Kunst in Bonn until 70 years after their death.

For every usage, publication (book, journal, etc.), or creation of public access (internet),
approval must be obtained from VG Bild-Kunst, or the respective legal representative, and a
fee must be paid if applicable.

(b) Copyright protection for a photograph of an artwork, referred to as a “Lichtbild”
or "Lichtbildwerk" in German copyright law:

Photographs of artworks, referred to in German as “Lichtbilder” oder “Lichtbildwerke,” are
also copyright protected (§ 72 UrhG, known as ancillary copyright). A “Lichtbild” is created
through the simple technical photographing of a most often two-dimensional original work.
The protection expires 50 years after the production of the photograph, or 50 years after its
first permitted appearance. If the photograph exhibits qualities of an artwork due to creative
choices made in terms of the viewing angle and the lighting, it is considered a
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“Lichtbildwerk” and is protected as such until 70 years after the death of the photographer
(§ 64 UrhG). A photograph of a three-dimensional original work (a sculpture, for example) is
generally considered a “Lichtbildwerk.”

For every usage, publication, or creation of public access, permission must be sought from
the photographer or responsible institutions (such as image archives, publishers, VG Bild-
Kunst).

documenta archiv always makes an effort to identify the appropriate copyright holders for
both categories of photographs.

3. Approval for publication

documenta archiv strives to create contracts with copyright holders of the photographs, the
photographers, other image archives, publishers, and other parties, so that permission for
non-commercial, academic publications can be issued directly by documenta archiv. Relevant
information can be obtained on the documenta archiv website or by contacting the staff of
the media collections directly.
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