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Founded in 1961, the documenta
archiv is an institution for the
archiving, documentation, and
scholarly analysis of texts

and imagdes related to modern
and contemporary art, with a
particular focus on the history of
the documenta exhibitions.

The core of the documenta archiv
consists of the original materials
produced by each documenta team.
Additionally, we collect publica-
tions, ephemera, press materials,
and personal papers, as well as
photo, video and audio materials.
These focus on the following
thematic groups:

» documenta exhibitions

» documenta artists

» major international art exhibitions
» curatorial practice
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The documenta archiv has
developed numerous exhibitions,
symposia, cataloguing and
digitization projects with funding
from the European Union, the
German Research Foundation and
the Cultural Foundations of the
Federal and State Governments. For
the future, we plan to intensify

our scholarly presence through the
creation of a research institute

in cooperation with the University
and the Kunsthochschule Kassel.
Centering around the documenta
exhibition as a unique world

art exhibition, the research institute
should inspire transdisciplinary

and transnational studies in relation
to the world, art and exhibition and
achieve international excellence.
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Our users have the opportunity to
conduct research using original
documents from past documenta
exhibitions and continue their
studies in our special art library for
modernism and contemporary
art. They can additionally consult
our diverse media collection,

and press- and printed materials.
The combination of archival
records, a media collection, and
a large specialized library is
unique in Germany.

Records and Papers

The archive contains
correspondence files, sketches,
concepts, printed materials and
press items, as well as national
and international press reviews.
These materials are obtained
every five years from each
respective documenta team.
Our holdings currently amount
to 320 linear meters.

The documenta archiv
also collects personal papers.
At present, we hold the estate
of Arnold Bode (1900-1977),
founder of the documenta
exhibitions and initiator of the
documenta archiv. The estates
of documenta artists Harry
Kramer (1925-1997) and Hans
Hillmann (1925-2014) are also

housed in the documenta
archiv. The establishment of a
center for curators’ estates is
planned for the future.

The collection has been
augmented with press- and
printed materials on artists
of the 20th and 21st century.
Assembled over the last
decades, it consists of invitation
cards and ephemera related to
contemporary art. The collection
contains over 500,000 press
clippings, flyers and invitation
cards of about 45,000 artists,
totaling approximately 200
linear meters.
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Media Collection

The media collection
consists of individual collections
of negatives, photographs and
slides, as well as various audio,
video and film materials, with
a focus on the documentation of
the documenta exhibitions.
In the past decades, the media
collection has constantly been
expanded through donations and
acquisitions. The collection
houses approximately go,000
digital photographs and over
120,000 analod photographs,
as well as approximately 3,900
audio, video, and film items.

Our
Holdings

Art Library
Our specialized library

contains all publications about
documenta exhibitions and
participating artists, relevant
exhibition catalogues, related
publications, rare ephemeral
literature, and a large selection
of journals. This totals approxi-
mately 100,000 publications
and about 80 current periodi-
cals.
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The entire collection of the
documenta archiv is constantly
being indexed to give researchers
and interested parties dquick

and easy access, at the same time
complying with copyright laws
and the protection of personality

rights.

On-site Research

Areadingroomis available
for our visitors. In preparation
for your research in the records
archive and media collection,
please send us a detailed
written request. The art library
can be used without prior
appointment. We are happy to
provide assistance along the
way. Should you not be able to
visit the archive in person,
we are dladly to arrange help
with your research on site.
Please note the opening hours,
terms of use, and price list
on our website.

We look forward to your
visit!

Online Research

For online research
possibilities, please visit our
website under the heading
»databases.«
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From the documenta archiv

In order to present the
results of research and new
knowledge regarding our
archival materials to the public,
we offer various events such
as presentations, concerts and
film screenings on the topic of
documenta, also in cooperation
with other institutions.

Wy —

Publication Series

Since 1992, our publica-
tion series has released books
that present new research
findings on documenta and its
history.

Website

Recent developments and
results can be found on our
website on the »News« pagde,
where it is also possible to sign
up for our newsletter. Every
month, we create a new
»docArt of the month,« in which
we present interesting items
from the documenta archiv and
their history.
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Floris M. Neusiiss: Arnold Bode, d5, 1972,
© documenta archiv/Floris M. Neusiiss
Arnold Bode: Organigramm, d3,1964,
© documenta archiv
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Arnold Bode: Notes for the list of artists, d2,1959,
© documenta archiv
Walter Popp: Arnold Bode with students during
the installation of the first documenta, 1955,
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Photographer unknown: Haus-Rucker-Co,
Oase Nr.7/ Air-Unit, dg, 1972, © documenta archiv,
© Klaus Pinter /VG Bild-Kunst, Bonn 2017
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Brochure of the first documenta, 1955,
© documenta archiv
Giinther Becker: Ernst Wilhelm Nay, Drei Bilder
im Raum, d3, 1964, © documenta archiv/Giinther
Becker, © Elisabeth Nay-Scheibler, K&In/VG
Bild-Kunst, Bonn 2017

Page 8
Gift certificate for an unlimited access ticket to
the exhibition, d8,1987, © documenta archiv
E. Buttler: Thomas Lenk, Schichtung 36b, d4,1968,
© documenta archiv/E. Buttler, © Thomas Lenk /
VG Bild-Kunst, Bonn 2017
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Arnold Bode: Organization chart, d3,1964,
© documenta archiv
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Arnold Bode: Notes for the list of artists, d2,1959,
© documenta archiv

Page 15
Werner Lengemann: Christian Megert, Spiegelraum,
d4,1968, © documenta archiv/Werner Lengemann,
© Christian Megert/VG Bild-Kunst, Bonn 2017
Dieter Schwerdtle: Joseph Beuys, Aktion 7000
Eichen, d7,1982, © documenta archiv/Dieter
Schwerdtle, © Joseph Beuys /VG Bild-Kunst, Bonn 2017

Back cover
Fanis Vlastaras: Rebecca Belmore, Biinjiya'iing Oniji
(From inside), d14 Athen, 2017, © documenta archiv/
Fanis Vlastaras
Roman M&rz: Martha Minujin, The Parthenon of Books,
d14 Kassel, 2017, © documenta archiv/Roman Mé&rz
Irena Haiduk, Spinal Discipline: Julia Alinoch,
Isabella Artadi, Annika Katja Boll, Beryl Chepkirui,
Mona Eing, Ozgiir Genc, Mila Gligorig, Josefine
Mundri, Andara Shastika, Wenti Sheng and Alma Weber
working, Kassel, 2017. Photo by Anna Shteynshleyger.
©1Irena Haiduk and Anna Shteynshleyger
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archiv@documenta.de
www.documenta-archiv.de
T. +49 561 70727-3100

F. +49 561 70727-39

The documenta archiv is part
of the documenta und Museum
Fridericianum gGmbH, a non-
profit organization financed by
the City of Kassel and the State
of Hesse.

Induiries and
Appointments

Records and Papers
aktenarchiv@documenta.de

Media Collections
mediensammlung@documenta.de

Opening Hours of
the Reading Room

Please refer to our website.

Visiting
Accessible with the tram lines
1,3,4,5, 6, 8, RT4, RT1.
Tram stop Friedrichsplatz.

Gestaltung: L2ZM3
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